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Theosophy is
also
historically
important
because it ris—a
precursor to
contemporary
pseudo-religious
phenomena like
the New Age
movement (it was
in fact the
former
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AldiceBailey who
gave the world
the notion of
the "Age of
Aquarius") ;- the
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widespread use
of yoga for
"therapeutic"

purposes, or the
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Church of
Scientology (for
another
fascinating
historical
report about yet
another
important
precursor to
these
contemporary
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History of a
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hear the tale of
his earlier

entanglement,
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and
disentanglement,
from the
luxuriant
undergrowth of
so—-called
esoteric
societies in
late nineteenth-
century Paris
and elsewhere.
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History of a
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Collections -
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Review. Since
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Guénon' /denounced
the Theosophical
Society, many
pseudo—Masonic
orders)/in - the
French and
English occult
scenes and the
Spiritist
movement. They
formed the topic
of two of his
major books

written in the
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1920,
Theosophy:
History of a
Pseudo-Religion
and- The
Spiritist
Fallacy. He
denounced the
syncretic
tendencies of
many of these
groups, along
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was the distaste
with which
Catholic
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viewed the
growing
influence of the
Theosophical
Society 1 incthe
years following
the First World
War. Guénon’s
protest at the
end of the book
that “we are
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THE THEOSOPHICAL
ARCHIVES
Nonetheless,
Guenon- was
extremely
vitriolic about
Theosophy and
denounced it at
great length in
his 1921 book Le
theosophisme:
Histoire d'une
pseudo-religion.

This work was
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not! published in
English until
2003, when it
appeared under
the title
Theosophy:
History of a
Pseudo-Religion.
This translation
is not entirely
accurate.
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History ofra
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intitsoriginal
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Alvin Moore, Jr.
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ISBN
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CS1 maint:
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A. B. (1992)
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of Ancient
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Wisdom'/ (PhD
thesis).
American
religion series:
Studies in
religion and
culture.
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as-one'/of the
main sources of
"esoteric
wisdom"' of the
East.The
Theosophical
Society was
created in a
hope that Asian
philosophical-
religious ideas
"could be
integrated into

a grand
Page 40/46



religious
synthesis."
Prof. Antoine
Faivre wrote
that |"by its
content and its
inspiration” the
Theosophical
Society is
greatly
dependent on
Eastern
traditions,

"especially
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Theosophy . We
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Helena P.
Blavatsky

Helena Blavatsky
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is“rather frank
in writing about
modern esoteric
Pinocchios

On Pseudo-
Theosophy
Segment 1. The
segment starts
in Ethiopia to
rehearse
familiar stories
that its mythic

connection to
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Solomon and
Sheba is true.
It cites
Ethiopia’s
canonization of
the Book of
Enoch as
something
important,
mostly an excuse
to rehearse even
more familiar
stories about

Enoch, the
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Watchers, and
the Nephilim.;
While it is true
that the full
bookiexists ionly
in Ge'ez,
fragments of the
Greek
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